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The Hidden Seeds!
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of Redemption

L}

' I HE SEDRAH OF DEVARIM IS ALWAYS READ ON THE SHABBOS PRIOR

Lo

to Tishah B'Av, and its Haftarah is the selection from Ye-
shayahu beginning with the word chazon, “vision.” It is for this
reason that this Shabbos is called Shabbos Chazon. However, it is
lmportant to understand the connection between this Fifth Book
of the Chumash, Sefer Devarim, and the historic period of the
destructlon of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem which occurred twice
on the ninth day of Av.

Sefer Devarim is not only a review of the events which transpired
under the leadership of Moshe and a recapitulation of many laws
of the Torah, but it also includes the admonitory orations which
Maoshe delivered before his death, where he cautioned his people,
as they prepared to enter the Promised Land, to remain loyal to
G-d's teachings and commit themselves to the observance of His
commandments. Moshe was concerned lest Israel stray from the
path of Torah disciplines which he had taught them and fall prey
to the undemanding, immoral lifestyle of their new neighbors
once they would settle in the L.and of Canaan. He also expressed

e ——— e

his fear tidat it they deviate from the derech Hashem and violate the \
Covenant between themselves and the Almighty, they would be .

exiled from the Land, as indeed eventually happened.

This explains the link between the Book of Devarim and the
period of the churban, of destruction, in Jewish history, which was
the consequence of the nation’s defection. The word ny» which
we find in our Sedrah, 127 rigx nx (1:12), and in the Haftarah,

\

W nans g ook (Yeshayahu 1:21), as well as being the name of the
Megillah which we read on Tishah B'Av, represents tocha-

chah (admonition), according to our Rabbis. Moshe, Yeshayahu

and Yirmeyahu all admonished Israel to correct their ways — .

-

fe

i
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which bring churban — and to return to their G-d and reconfirm
their commitment to the Covenant, for only then can Israel hope
for a period of binyan, of rebuilding and of nechamah, of comfort.

Interestingly, the name for the Shabbos before Tishah B'Av is
chazon, “vision,” because the sefarim tell us that even as we
mourn the loss of the two Temples on Tishah B’Av, we must have
a vision of the third Beis HaMikdash. We believe that in the de- i
struction of the Holy Temple and Jer‘usalem, the seeds of rebuild- |

. |
ing and reconstruction lie. We believe that even when G-d de-

stroyed the walls of Jerusalem, He did so with pawn, with
calculation and precision. This explains the phraseology of the
verse in Eichah: W mu) ¥ N2 noin b o awn “Hashem re- -
solved to destroy the wall of the Daughter of Zion, He stretched
out a fine” (Eichah 2:8). The word awr usually means to think and
resolve, but it can also aliude to a iawn, an accounting or calcula-
tion. The Nauwi is implying by the phrase 1p ), “He stretched out -
a line,"” that the destruction was not haphazard but a careful, cali-
brated Divine act.

A line is used by a builder when he builds a wall to make sure
that it is straight. He uses a plumb line so that the bricks, stones
and blocks are properly aligned. No > one, however, would use such
a line to demolish and destroy a wall or a building! What the verse
i$ teaching us is That when G-d decreed the destruction of
Jerusalem, he did so with a yaw; it was done with precision and
had an ultimate purpose. Even though the S.ity and the Temple
were destﬁ@yed,_jtbﬁgygéﬂgfpjgiiw@d on., At that moment of destruc-

ui

tion, the seeds of Mashiagh were be:gg planted, and the building

of the third Holy Temple was being planned. Indeed, according to
tradition, Mashiach was born on motza ei Tishah B’Av, and there is
a custom among Sephardim to make a festive party immediately

after Tishah B'Av to celebrate the advent of Mashiach whose soul
3 { came to earth at that time.

We see that the Sedrah of Devarim, the Haftarah of Chazon and
the reading of Megillas Eichah are ali interwoven and closely
linked. But we must also be sensitive to the fact that Shabbos
Nachamu follows our observance of Tishah B’Av, teaching us that

'}(( hidden in the destruction are the seeds of Mashiach. This has

always been the legacy of our people, never to despair but to hope
and believe in our ultimate redemption, for in the words of the
prophet, we are ever mpnn 0K, “prisoners of hope” (Zechariah
9:12).
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